WILL OF JOHN HINTON – 1854


In the name of God, I, John Hinton of Gates County, being weak and feeble in body, but of sound and disposing mind and memory (blessed by God for same) do in this the tenth day of July in the year of our Lord, 1854, do make and publish this as my last Will and Testament in manner and form, following – to wit:


First.  I loan my beloved wife, Dorothy Hinton, during the term of her natural life, all my lands lying on the north side of the main road, and where I now live, bounded by the said road, the lands of James Hofler, Dr. Hayes, John Walton, the lands formerly owned by Quinton Roundtree and the land of my son, John W. Hinton; withal the improvements and appurtenances unto the same, belonging or appertaining, also the following Negro slaves (viz., man Ceasar, woman Venus, boy Jack, and girl Corisan) also my household and kitchen furniture or as much as she may wish to keep; one horse called Dick, buggy and harness, one horse-cart and gear, fifty barrels or corn, one thousand pounds of bacon or pork, one hundred pounds of lard, five thousand pounds of blade fodder, two cows and calves first choice, two sows and pigs and six shoats, with as many implements such as plows, hoes, axes, etc. as she may need to carry on and keep the farm, also $200 in cash for the purpose of buying such other articles as she may need; and upon the death of my wife, the property above named and loaned (except the land) with any increase that may be at the time of her death, to be divided with my other perusal estate that may remain after giving off certain legacies to such of my children and grandchildren as I shall hereafter name.


Second.  I lease to my son, John W. Hinton, during the time of his natural life, all my lands (except that loaned to my wife during her natural life).  It is my will and desire that after the death of my son, John W. Hinton, if he shall have a lawful child or children, such lawful child or children as may survive to have and hold and enjoy the said lands to them and their heirs forever.  But in case my son, John, shall die leaving no lawful child, then in that case, it is my will and desire that all my lands afore said shall be divided as follows:  1/3 part to my daughter Margaret Freeman and all her children living at the time of his death, an equal share.  1/3 part to my daughter Julia Nowell and all her children living at the time of his death an equal share.  1/3 part to my two grandsons Richard H. L. Bond and James Bond, sons of my daughter Anne Willey, who was formerly the wife of Henry Bond, dead – to each an equal share to them and their heirs forever.

Item.  I give and bequeath to my two grandsons Oliver Odom and Richard Odom, Negro man Tom and woman Lydia and her increase forever.

Item.  I give and bequeath to my daughter Anne Willey the sum of $10 to her and her heirs forever.

It is my will and desire that all my Negroes not before mentioned and given away, with their increase and all the residue of my estate (except the land loaned my wife during her natural life) be divided as follows: 1/3 share to my daughter Margaret Freeman and all her children living at the time of my death.  1/3 part to my daughter Julia Howell and all her children living at the time of my death.  The other 1/3 to my two grandsons, Richard H. L. Bond and James F. Bond, sons of my daughter Anne Willey.

I do hereby constitute and appoint my son John W. Hinton and my grandson, Joseph W. Nowell executors to this my Last Will and Testament.  In witness where of this my Last Will and Testament, I, John Hinton, set my hand and affix my seal this day, month and year first written.




John Hinton

John Walton, James Hofler } witness
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